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[185] CHAPTER XII.

WHAT ONE MUST SUFFER IN WINTERING WITH THE
SAVAGES.

PICTETUS says that he who intends to visit
E the public baths must previously consider all
the improprieties that will be committed there;
so that, when he finds himself surrounded by the
derision of a mob of scoundrels who would rather
wash his head than his feet, he may lose none of the
gravity and modesty of a wise man. I might saythe
same to those in whom God inspires the thought and
desire to cross over the seas, in order to seek and to
instruct the Savages. It is for their sake that I shall
pen this Chapter, so that, knowing the enemy they will
encounter, they may not forget to fortify themselves
with the weapons necessary for the combat, especially
with patience of iron or bronze, or rather with a pa-
tience entirely of gold, in order to bear bravely and
lovingly the great trials that must be endured among
these people. Let us begin [186] by speaking of the
house they will have to live in, if they wish to follow
them.

In order to have some conception of the beauty of
this edifice, its construction must be described. I
shall speak from knowledge, for I have often helped
to build it. Now, when we arrived at the place where
we were to camp, the women, armed with axes, went
here and there in the great forests, cutting the frame-
work of the hostelry where we were to lodge; mean-



